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Art & Design

Art review

“Stay in Your Lane!”
By Lauren Weinberg

Swimming Pool Project Space, through Aug 15.

For an Albany Park storefront, Swimming Pool
bears a surprising resemblance to its namesake.
“Stay in Your Lane!” stuffs so much art into the
sunken, aqua-floored exhibition space that it
evokes the crowded atmosphere of lap-swim hour
at the Y.

Katherine Pill, Anthony Elms and Philip von
Zweck assembled the show at the behest of
Twelve Galleries, whose roving exhibition series
Quarterly Site will support 12 such three-curator
collaborations over a three-year period. This third
installment’s cryptic guide makes it hard to link
the show’s theme, “direction,” to the art. Nor is it
clear why von Zweck outsources his job to
“sub-curators” Christina Cosio, Stevie Greco and
David Roman. (The provided explanation, that
von Zweck “considers the infrastructure inherent
in directing others,” comes off as a hipster smirk.)

Madeleine Bailey’s intriguing Vanishing Point
(Hiding Space for Two) (2010) engages the
exhibition’s space as well as its concept. Two wall-mounted metal tracks meet in a corner,
each suspending a blindfold; visitors donning the kinky objects would find it difficult to move
without bumping into each other. Vanishing Point was chosen by Pill, who also presents a
site-specific cut-paper collage by Samantha Bittman (pictured), which succeeds by deviating
from its geometric perfection.

The show’s mix of sculpture, video, photography, drawing and painting yields other strong
works. But given curation’s importance to Quarterly Site, we need to know more about what’s
going on beneath the surface.
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"Henri Cartier-Bresson:
The Modern Century"
The pioneering
photojournalist and
Magnum cofounder's
wonderful retrospective,
which was curated by

New York's Museum of Modern Art, visits the Art Institute
of Chicago through Oct 2.

"Alexander Calder and
Contemporary Art:
Form, Balance, Joy"
Long dismissed by art
snobs for its mass
appeal, Alexander
Calder’s work is cool

again. His mobiles and stabiles appear with sculptures by
seven contemporary artists at the MCA through Oct 17.

"Calif. U.S.A."
Chicago Imagist Roger
Brown's collections are
re-created alongside his
late works at the Hyde
Park Art Center through
Oct 3.
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